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NOTE: 6.8 Assessment. This part should be written as following;

For every specific instructional objective, there is a suggested question or area for assessment.
Formative and summative assessment should be geared towards mastering all the competences
and skills developed within the course. The teacher should use tools of assessment to make

assessment of the student by the end of the lesson. These tools are for example; exercises, tests,

quiz, role plays, examinations, project work and portfolios.
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Introduction
1.1 Background information

The General Studies subject is a multi-disciplinary course for advanced level certificate students in Tanzania. It is

offered at subsidiary level. The subject places emphasis on the nurturing of important skills. E.g. communication
skills, critical thinking skills, problem solving skills and participation skills which can be translated into practices
by the individual for the betterment of oneself and the society both at national and international level.

The subject promotes the understanding of philosophy and religion in relation to man’s life, contemporary/ crosscutting

issues in Tanzania and science and technology in development. It also promotes knowledge on democratic process
and practices, international affairs and life skills.

1.2 Rationale for the Review

This syllabus replaces the 1997 General Studies which has been reviewed to make the teaching and learning process of
this subject more activity oriented interactive and learner centered, taking into consideration the contemporary/cross
cutting issues in our society than they were in the 1997 syllabus that has been phased out.

Life skill has been introduced as a new topic in the light of its importance in the contemporary world and the lives of the
students. More over, this topic forms a linkage between the topics at O —Level and topics at higher/university/tertiary
institutions. The topic on culture has been removed as it is well covered at O — Level. The topic on communication

has been removed from the syllabus instead it has been adopted as a method of leachmg and learning as proposed to be
used in all subjects. In the topic of International Affairs: - Globalization has been added as new sub- ~topic since it is a
prevailing issue in the current world.

2.0 Aims and Objectives of Education in Tanzania

The general aims and objectives of education in Tanzania are to:

a) guide and promote the development and improvement of the personalities of the citizens of Tanzania.
their human resources and effective utilization of those resources to bringing about individual and national
development;

b) promote the acquisition and appreciation of the culture, customs and traditions of the people of Tanzania;

¢) promote the acquisition and appropriate use of literacy, social, scientific, vocational. technological, professional and other
forms of knowledge, skills and attitudes for the development and improvement of the condition of man and society:

d) develop and promote self-confidence and an inquiring mind, an understanding and respect for human dignity
and human rights and readiness to work hard for self- advancement and national development;

¢) promote and expand the scope of acquisition, improvement and upgrading of mental, practical, productive and
other skills needed to meet the changing needs of industry and the economy:;

f) enable every citizen to understand and uphold the fundamentals of the National Constitution as well as the enshrined
human and civic rights. obligations and responsibilities;

g)promote love and respect for work, self and wage employment and improved performance in the production and service
seclors:

h)inculcate principles of national ethic and integrity, national and international cooperation, peace and justice through the
study, understanding and adherence to provisions of the National Constitution and other international basic charters:

i) enable a rational use. management and conservation of the environment.




3.0 Aims and Objectives of Secondary Education
_ The aims and objectives of secondary education are to:
a) consolidate and broaden the scope of baseline ideas, knowledge, skills and attitudes acquired and
developed at the primary education level; i
b) enhance further development and appreciation of national unity, identity and ethic: personal integrity, respect
for and readiness to work, human rights, cultural and moral values. customs. traditions and civic
responsibilities and obligations;
¢) promote the development of competency in linguistic ability and effective use of communication skills in
Kiswahili and at least one foreign language;
d) provide opportunities for the acquisition of knowledge, skills, attitudes and understanding in prescribed or
selected fields of study;
¢) prepare students for tertiary and higher education. vocational. technical and professional training;
f) inculcate a sense and ability for self-study, self-confidence and self-advancement in new frontiers of science
and technology, academic and occupational knowledge and skills.
g) prepare the student to join the world of work.

4.0 General Competences for General Studies subject
At the end of this course students should have the ability to:
a) Communicate effectively on socio-economic issues affecting the world today.
b) Analyze issues, make decisions, think and behave in ethical and mature manner.
¢) Deal with contemporary and cross-cutting issues affecting or likely to affect our society.
d) Participate effectively in activities which help to develop and maintain a progressive and just society.
¢) Think critically, solve problems and practice self reliance.
f) Show an understanding of the process and practice of democracy.
g) Learn independently and search for knowledge.
h) Participate actively in their roles and responsibilities in the society.

5.0 General Objectives for General Studies subject
The teaching of General Studies is intended to enable students to:
a) Broaden their communication skills necessary for conveying and receiving information, instructions and ideas.
b) Promote creativity, critical thinking, ethical behavior and rational decision making skills. _
¢) Promote awareness of contemporary issues affecting or likely to affect our society such as globalization, HIV/

AIDS. environment issues, corruption, terrorism, gender issues and technological changes.

d) Inculcate patriotism and moral values.
¢) Develop skills of independent learning and research for new and relevant knowledge

f) Realize their roles and responsibilities in the society.




6.0 Organization of the Syllabus

The syllabus contains two main parts. Part one contains an introduction of the syllabus, aims and objectives of
Education in Tanzania. Aims and objectives of Secondary education to be developed the general competences and
general objectives of the subject. Part two contains the following: the class level competences, class level objectives,
topics, sub-topics, specific objectives, teaching strategies, teaching/learning resources, assessment and number of
periods.

6.1 Class Competences

These are statements that specify the skills, knowledge and attitudes that the learner is expected to demonstrate
after completing the course.

6.2 Class Objectives

These are statements that specify the set of behavioral changes to be exhibited by each learner after completion
of the course,

6.3 Topics
These are general contents of the subject matter that are expected to be taught in the two years to develop the
intended competences.
6.4 Sub - topies
These are smaller division of the major topics into teachable units.
6.5 Specific Objectives
These have been developed from each sub - topic. Each sub-topic has one or more specific objectives. Specific objectives
outline the expected out-comes after each class instruction. They also provide hints and the development of

knowledge, skills and attitudes within each subtopic. These objectives should aim at achieving higher level thinking
skills. ) )

6.6 Teaching and Learning Strategies

These are methods that a teacher is expected to employ while teaching a particular specific objective. The teacher
is strongly advised to use only those participatory and learner — centered strategies in order to enhance the teaching/

learning process. The teacher should also employ other appropriate strategies of his/her own apart from those
suggested in this syllabus,

6.7 Teaching and Learning Resources

These are the resources which the teacher is expected 10 use while teaching a specific subject matter. The teacher

is not limited 1o these resources. Shefhe is also expected to identify and improvise other relevant teaching/learning
resources available in his/her locality.
6.8 Assessment

These are the specific questions that will help the teacher to assess learner’s achievement afier coveri ngany given

specific objective. Assessment questions should be geared towards the achievement of cognitive, affective and
psychomotor skills,

6.9 Number of Periods

These are allocated for each sub-topic in a given topic. General Studies has been allocated 4 periods per week for the
number of periods each subtopic have been calculated from the total days of teaching per year which are 194 and the
length and demands of each subtopic.

Vi




7.0 Instructional Time.
This syllabus is expected to be covered in two academic years. Two weeks are reserved for tests and terminal
examinations. The teacher is advised to make maximum use of the instructional time. Lost instructional time should be

compensated to ensure that all the topics are covered.

8.0 Assessment for General Studies subject
The table below shows the type of assessment and the accompanied assessment measures to be used. The assessment
measures listed in the table contributes to continuous and final assessments of the student achievement. The frequency
for each assessment measure has been indicated with the weight in %. You are therefore strongly advised to apply
a wide selection of assessment measures in order to develop students’ ability for the mastery of the subject mater
during the teaching and learning process.




Assessment Table

SN | Types of SN | Assessment measure | frequency Weight | Total
assessment FV F.VI
I Continuous i T3 T.1 TE| T
1. Test 2 2 2 10%
RIS 2 | Individual E L - (5%
3 Oral reports I 1 - - 10%
4 Essays I I - - 5%
5 Civic aclivilies | 1 | - 5%
6 | Terminal examination - - - | 15% 50%
2, Final examination National examination 50% 50%
3 Total 100%

Acting Commissioner for Education

Ministry of Education and Vocational Training
P.O. Box 9121

Dar es Salaam -

Website: www.moe.go.tz

Tel: 2110150-2, 2110179

Fax: 022113271
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